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158 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

Special Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament. By Rev. 
Francis E. Gigot, S.S. Part I : The Historical Books. 
New York, Chicago : Benziger Bros., 1901. Pp. 387. $2. 

This book, like the General Introduction by the same author, is 
the outcome of courses of lectures delivered during several years in 
theological seminaries of the Roman Catholic church. It includes 
introductory material on the Pentateuch and the usual historical books, 
and, in addition thereto, on the books of Tobit, Judith, and 1 and 2 
Maccabees. 

The method of presenting this material differs slightly from that 
adopted by most writers on Introduction. This treatment regards the 
discussion of Hexateuchal problems of first importance, for the space 
occupied is more than one-half of the entire volume. The author first 
presents a summary of the chief recent theories concerning the author- 
ship of the first six books, and concludes his discussion (pp. 46, 47) by 
conceding, as von Hummelauer has already done, the main positions 
claimed by the critics of the Hexateuch. The compilatory character 
of Genesis does not interfere in the least with its historical value. Of 
Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers he gives (pp. 189 ff.) the Carpenter- 
Battersby analysis in parallel columns, and from all that is said in the 
text would indorse it as representing the true state of the case. In the 
discussion of the origin of Deuteronomy the author copies copiously 
from other writers, but finally fails himself (p. 126) to take a definite 
position, though he leans apparently to the view, which has already 
been adopted by Father Van den Biesen, viz., that Deuteronomy was a 
product of the seventh century, and was " found " in 62 1 B. C, and used 
as an impetus to Josiah's reforms. The remaining books of the Old 
Testament are treated in the conventional manner. We are particu- 
larly interested to see the broad-minded way in which the author has 
used recent authors and adopted modern positions. Too often one is 
not certain, however, where he stands, except by the character of the 
preponderance of authorities quoted and referred to. 

The author's church affinities occasionally crop out in his state- 
ments (cf. p. 233, n. 2), as well as in the naming of a large number 
of his own church authorities. The volume has been more carefully 
prepared, and its proof better read, than previous volumes. We have 
noted a few errors : p. 37, eight lines from the bottom, should be 
"i-xxvi, 13;" p. 185, note 2, should be " E. L. Curtis ; " p. 198, note 
3, should be"Orelli." 

Ira M. Price. 



